
To view a recording of this meeting, please click here.

Board of Education Office
50 Sheffield Street

Old Saybrook, CT  06475
(860) 395-3157

The Old Saybrook Board of Education met virtually in a Regular Session on Tuesday, April 5, 2022.

Board Members Others
Tara Barros Jan Perruccio, Superintendent of Schools
Karina Julius Julie Pendleton, Director of Operations, Facilities, and Finance
Steve Beeler
George Chang
Trevor Nichols
Eileen Baker
Karen Brodeur
James Henderson
Alan Hyla

I. CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Barros called the meeting to order at 7:00PM.

II. COMMUNITY COMMUNICATIONS

Audience of Citizens

No one from the audience addressed the Board of Education.

Reports from the Student/Board of Education Representatives

The Board Representatives reported the following:

Clubs:
● The Health Club is hosting a dodgeball tournament on Friday, April 8, at

6:00PM. Teachers and students are encouraged to play. There is a fee to
sign up for a team or per person. All proceeds will be donated to the
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.

Academic:

● Resume workshops continue through April 14, 2022.

● There will be an Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB)
hosted at Old Saybrook on April 14th to support students hoping to enter any
branch of the military.

Rams Sports Report
● Track and Field

https://youtu.be/r-_kLK2-8Qs


○ The first meet will be Wednesday, 4/6 against Morgan and Lyme-Old
Lyme.

● Baseball
○ Baseball has upcoming games against Old Lyme, Hale Ray, St.

Bernard, Coginchaug, Morgan, and North Branford
● Softball

○ Softball has upcoming games against Old Lyme, Hale Ray,
Coginchaug, Morgan, and North Branford

● Girls Lacrosse
○ Girls Lacrosse will be facing North Branford, Waterford, Cromwell,

and Haddam-Killingworth for their upcoming games.
● Boys Lacrosse

○ The boys will be facing North Branford, Maloney-Platt, Cromwell,
and Haddam-Killingworth for their upcoming games

● Boys Tennis
○ Boys tennis will be matching up against East Hampton, Old Lyme,

Haddam-Killingworth, and Valley Regional.
● Girls Tennis

○ Girls tennis will be facing North Branford, East Hampton, Old Lyme,
and Haddam-Killingworth.

● Golf
○ Golf has upcoming matches against North Branford, Valley Regional,

and Cromwell.

Correspondence

The following correspondence was presented to the Board of Education:

● Lions Club Certificate of Appreciation
● Old Saybrook High School Capstone Project Schedule

Superintendent Perruccio added that a class of Middle School students also made gifts
for Board of Education Appreciation Month for each of the Board Members.

III. MEETING MINUTES

Baker/Nichols

“Move to approve the regular meeting minutes from March 22, 2022, as
presented”

MOTION: CARRIED (9-0-0)



IV. EDUCATION ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION

Meeting Minutes

At their meeting on March 8, 2022, the Board of Education examined the District’s
current meeting minutes format and asked the Superintendent to research alternative
minutes to see how the Old Saybrook Board of Education could improve the
efficiency of their meeting report, while moving more in line with the structure of
other municipal agencies.

After a thorough review of minutes from the aforementioned Boards and
Commissions, including a review of the current format for the Old Saybrook Board of
Education’s current minutes, the following was concluded:

● While longer than other municipal agencies, the current format used by the
Board of Education is similar to that of other regional Boards of Education

● Shortening the current structure of the minutes would likely need to be the
result of shorter summaries and capturing less of the discussion that takes
place following presentations

● A link to the recording of the video could be included on the minutes for
anyone who wishes to view the meeting for themselves

Chang/Brodeur

“Move to amend District minute taking practices to the abbreviated style
presented, adding links to presentations for the view of the general public”

MOTION: FAILED (3-6-0)

Board Members Chang, Brodeur, and Beeler voted in favor.

Calendar Holiday Designation

At their meeting on February 23, 2022, the Board of Education unanimously
approved the academic calendar for the 2022-2023 academic year. Before publishing
the approved calendar, the Board reviewed holiday designations on the calendar and
proposed clarifications to the text.

Julius/Beeler

“Move to amend the October 10th Holiday to reflect Columbus Day”

MOTION: CARRIED (8-1-0)

The Board discussed the formal designation of Columbus Day federally and statewide
pertaining to the appropriate local designation.



Board Members Barros, Hyla, Brodeur, Baker, Henderson, Julius, Beeler, and
Nichols voted in favor of the motion.

Residency Request

Board of Education Policy “Series 9000 Board Member Roles” states that the Board
shall consider any specific recommendations made by the Superintendent of Schools.
Additionally, our practice has been to allow the Board of Education to decide student
residency issues. It has been our procedure in the past to allow students who have
moved from the district during the latter part of the school year to remain enrolled in
order for them to complete their academic year with their classmates. There is a
family with students at Old Saybrook High School and Old Saybrook Middle School
who are requesting that the Board allow them to remain enrolled at their respective
school through the remainder of the 2021-2022 academic year despite their residency
departure from the town.

The Superintendent recommends that the Board allow these students to remain in the
school system for the remainder of the 2021-2022 academic year. This
recommendation is also endorsed by the principals of Old Saybrook High School and
Old Saybrook Middle School. The recommendation is contingent on the students
maintaining themselves in good standing. Failure to do so could result in the
rescinding of permission to attend school in Old Saybrook. The family of the students
must also provide their own transportation to and from school.

Baker/Henderson

“Move to approve the Old Saybrook Public Schools Residency Request, as
presented”

MOTION: CARRIED (9-0-0)

Healthy Food Certification

Old Saybrook Public Schools is currently in its eleventh year of participation in the
Healthy Food Certification program. Our School Nutrition Program meets all the
requirements under this act, and we look forward to continuing this program in FY22.
The state requires the Old Saybrook Board of Education to formally vote to continue
participation in the Act Concerning Healthy Foods and to seek the additional
reimbursement per meal for the FY22 school year.

As part of our participation in the Act Concerning Healthy Foods, the Board of
Education must also determine if they will allow exceptions to the program within
specific circumstances.



The Superintendent and Director Pendleton recommended that the board allow
exceptions that meet the CSDE requirements on a general basis. This will allow
student organizations to continue to sell refreshments for football and basketball
games as well as other events that occur after the end of the regular school day or on
the weekend; that take place at the event, and do not come from vending machines or
a school store.

The adoption of this act and the exception policy will result in revenue from the state
in 2021-2022 of approximately $5,671 based on estimated 2020-2021 lunch sales.
The estimated final payment for 2020-2021 will result in more than $92,712 over the
complete/audited eleven years of our participation in the program.  In June 2022, the
twelve-year projected program revenue is estimated at $98,383. The estimated
revenues for both FY20 and FY21 sales could fluctuate based on the Seamless
Summer Operations service plan during the pandemic.  We continue to be able to
sustain our food service program with our current business plan.

Brodeur/Baker

Required Motion: Pursuant to C.G.S. Section 10-215f, the board of education or
governing authority certifies that all food items offered for sale to students in the
schools under its jurisdiction, and not exempted from the Connecticut Nutrition
Standards published by the Connecticut State Department of Education, will
comply with the Connecticut Nutrition Standards during the period of July 1,
2022, through June 30, 2023. This certification shall include all food offered for
sale to students separately from reimbursable meals at all times and from all
sources, including but not limited to, school stores, vending machines, school
cafeterias, and any fundraising activities on school premises sponsored by the
school or by non-school organizations and groups.

Pursuant to Section 10-215f of the Connecticut General Statutes, the Board of
Education will allow the sale to students of food items that do not meet the
Connecticut Nutrition Standards provided that the following conditions are met:
1) the sale is in connection with an event occurring after the end of the regular
school day or on the weekend; 2) the sale is at the location of the event; and 3)
the food items are not sold from a vending machine or school store. An “event” is
an occurrence that involves more than just a regularly scheduled practice,
meeting, or extracurricular activity. For example, soccer games, school plays,
and interscholastic debates are events but soccer practices, play rehearsals, and
debate team meetings are not. The “regular school day” is the period from
midnight before to 30 minutes after the end of the official school day. “Location”
means where the event is being held.

MOTION: CARRIED (7-2-0)



Board Members Barros, Hyla, Brodeur, Baker, Chang, Beeler, and Nichols voted
in favor of the motion.

The Board engaged in a discussion regarding the importance of offering healthy
choices versus the freedom for students to choose the food that they want to eat,
which could lead to less food being wasted.

Beverage Exemption

The state requires the Old Saybrook Board of Education to comply with Section
10-221q of the Connecticut General Statutes (C.G.S.), which governs the sale of
beverages to students in public schools at all times. C.G.S. Section 10-221q applies to
all beverages sold as part of school meals and separately from school meals anywhere
on school premises, such as cafeteria sales, school stores, vending machines,
fundraisers and any other locations where beverages are sold.  The sales of
non-compliant beverages are allowed only if the board complies with three criteria
and takes a vote to allow such sales.  This is separate and distinct from the Healthy
Foods Certification and is not associated with any funding from the State Department
of Education.

The Superintendent and Director Pendleton are requesting that the board formally
vote to take action to allow the sales of non-compliant beverages that meet the
exception criteria during the 2022-2023 school year.

This will allow our student organizations and other groups to continue to fund raise
while selling non-compliant beverages on school grounds as long as the exemption
criteria has been met.  At this time, there is no restriction on food sales under these
circumstances.

Brodeur/Baker

“Move that the board of education will allow the sale to students of beverages
not listed in Section 10-221q of the Connecticut General Statutes provided that
the following conditions are met:
1) the sale is in connection with an event occurring after the end of the regular
school day or on the weekend;
2) the sale is at the location of the event; and
3) the beverages are not sold from a vending machine or school store.

An “event” is an occurrence that involves more than just a regularly scheduled
practice, meeting or extracurricular activity. The “school day” is the period from
midnight before to 30 minutes after the end of the official school day. “Location”
means where the event is being held and must be the same place as the food
sales.”



MOTION: CARRIED (9-0-0)

2022-23 Lunch Prices

After careful review of the food service program with Maureen Nuzzo, Food Service
Director, regarding school lunch prices for the 2022-23 school year, it was the
Administration’s recommendation to increase the pricing on all meals.  The funding
for free meals will end June 30, 2022, and reimbursement will go back to the funding
levels prior to the pandemic.  Along with the increase in food costs, fuel and trucking
increases, rising costs of paper and packaging goods, and increased labor costs to
retain employees, the Administration is proposing to increase the price of student
meals.

Under the Healthy Hunger-Free Kids Act, we are mandated to serve fresh fruits and
vegetables. We have kept our program self-sustaining with the funding that we have
been receiving under the SSO (Seamless Summer Option) during the past two school
years.  This program is not being extended for the 2022-23 year.

Current Proposed

Old Saybrook High School:
Lunch $3.75 $4.25
Breakfast $2.75 $3.00

Old Saybrook Middle School:
Lunch $3.50 $4.00
Breakfast $2.25 $2.50

Kathleen E. Goodwin:
Lunch $3.25 $3.50
Breakfast $2.00 $2.25

Milk $ .65 $ .75

Baker/Beeler

“Move to approve the 2022-23 lunch prices for each school, as presented”

MOTION: FAILED (3-6-0)

Board Members Baker, Brodeur, and Beeler voted in favor of the motion.



The Board discussed the impact of COVID on the meal program, possible alternatives
to increasing meal prices, and the impact of the meal program on the District’s overall
budget.

Henderson/Hyla

“Move to maintain lunch prices at the 2021-22 rates.”

MOTION: CARRIED (6-3-0)

Board Members Barros, Hyla, Henderson, Julius, Chang, and Nichols voted in
favor of the motion.

V. EXECUTIVE SESSION

Beeler/Henderson

“Move to enter into executive session at 8:37 pm for the purpose of discussing
employee contracts and a proposed leave of absence”

MOTION: CARRIED (9-0-0)

VI. RETURN TO OPEN SESSION

The Board returned to open session at 9:52 pm.

Hyla/Baker

“Move to approve the Social-Emotional Learning Coordinator contract, as
presented”

MOTION: CARRIED (9-0-0)

Brodeur/Baker

“Move to approve the Chief Information and Technology Officer contract, as
presented”

MOTION: CARRIED (9-0-0)

Nichols/Baker

“Move to approve the Information Systems Manager contract, as presented”

MOTION: CARRIED (9-0-0)



Nichols/Brodeur

“Move to approve the Educational Data and Innovations Manager contract, as
presented”

MOTION: CARRIED (9-0-0)

Nichols/Hyla

“Move to approve the Help Desk Manager contract, as presented”

MOTION: CARRIED (9-0-0)

Nichols/Baker

“Move to approve the Food Services Director contract, as presented”

MOTION: CARRIED (9-0-0)

Nichols/Baker

“Move to approve the School to Career Coordinator contract, as presented”

MOTION: CARRIED (9-0-0)

Nichols/Baker

“Move to approve the Nurses’ three-year contract, as presented”

MOTION: CARRIED (9-0-0)

Baker/Nichols

“Move to approve the requested one-year leave of absence for an administrator,
in accordance with Article XII, Section B of the Administrators’ Bargaining
Agreement”

MOTION: CARRIED (9-0-0)

VII. REMINDERS
● OSHS - Spring Concert: Period 1 Band/Chorus - April 7 - 6:00PM
● OSGS - PTA Meeting - April 7 - 7:00PM
● OSHS - Spring Concert: Period 2 Band/Chorus - April 7 - 7:30PM
● District - Secretary Negotiations - April 11 - 2:30PM



● District - Parent Meeting - April 12 - 5:00PM
● District - Budget and Fiscal Committee - April 12 - 6:00PM
● OSHS - Report Card Night - April 13 - 5:30PM
● OSHS - Select Ensembles Concert - April 13 - 7:30PM
● OSMS - Safety and Wellness Day - April 14
● District - Good Friday - April 15
● District - Spring Break - April 18 - April 22
● District - Board of Finance - April 19 - 6:30PM
● OSMS - PTO Meeting - April 25 - 6:30PM
● District - Policy Committee - April 26 - 6:00PM
● District - Board of Education Meeting - April 26 - 7:00PM
● All Events and Meetings May be Canceled or Conducted Remotely

VIII. ADJOURNMENT

Baker/Beeler

“Move to adjourn at 9:58PM”

MOTION: CARRIED (9-0-0)

Karen Brodeur, Secretary
Old Saybrook Board of Education

Minutes recorded and typed by:
Trent Gerbers, Executive Assistant
*DRAFT -  Subject to approval at the next BOE meeting


